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ACTION AF-04 

INFO OCT-01 SS-14 ISO-OO EUR-10 EB-03 INR-05 CIAE-00 PRS-01 

L-01 RSC-01 /040W 

071283 

P R 061234Z JAN 75 
FM AMEMBASSY LOME 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 8714 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
AMEMBASSY ACCRA 
AMEMBASSY BAMAKO 
AMEMBASSY CONAKRY 
AMEMBASSY COTONOU 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 
AMEMBASSY OUAGADOUGOU 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 

CONFIDENTIAL LOME 0029 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAIR, TO 
SUB J : GRUMMAN CRASH 

REF: (A) LOME 3003; (B) LOME 283082 (NOTAL) 

1. ALL GRUMMAN REPS EXCEPT CHIEF PROJECT ENGINEER JOHN MORRISON 
DEPARTED LOME, ACCOMPANIED BY GOT CIVIL AVIATION DIRECTOR SALAMI, 
FOR SAVANNAH NOONTIME SATURDAY, JANUARY 4. MORRISON LEFT BEHIND 
AT GOT'S REQUEST. NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD INVESTIGATOR 
WILT .TAM LAMB. ACCREDITED BY USG AS REP TO GOT FOR CRASH 
INVESTIGATION (REFTEL B) AND APPOINTED BY GOT TO ITS INVESTIGATIVE 
COMMISSION, HAD URGED GRUMMAN TO LEAVE COMPANY REP IN LOME AS 
ADVISER TO HIM. 

2. FYI. WITHIN TWO HOURS OF GRUMMAN TEAM'S DEPARTURE, ARRANGE- 
MENTS TO SEND PRESIDENT EYADEMA'S REPRESENTATIVE TO SAVANNAH 
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(REFTEL A) REMAINED INCOMPLETE. SALAMI, WHO BELIEVED HE WAS TO 
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GO, WOULD NOT BUDGE BECAUSE MINISTER MIVEDOR HAD NOT GIVEN 
AUTHORIZATION. GRUMMAN TEAM INTENT UPON LEAVING. TEAM WILLING TO 
DELAY DEPARTURE HOUR OR SO, BUT DID NOT SEEM BOTHERED BY PROS- 
PECT OF LEAVING WITHOUT EYADEMA'S REPRESENTATIVE. WITH MIVEDOR 
UNEXPECTELDY ABSENT FORM LOE FOR DAY, AMBASSADOR TELEPHONED 
PRESIDENT WHO IMMEDIATELY INSTRUCTED SALAMI TO BE ON GRUMMAN 
PLANE. TEAM WAS AIRBORNE LITTLE MORE THAN HOUR LATER. THIS 
EXERCISE WAS HARDLY AMONG IMPORTANT AFFAIRS OF STATE, BUT PROBABLY 
SPARED GRUMMAN AND EVEN EMBASSY PRESIDENT'S IRE. END FYI. 

3. EYADEMA CLEARLY HAS SUPPRESSED PUBLICITY RE CRASH, WHICH TO 
DATE HAS BEEN AS REPORTED REFTEL A PLUS BRIEF MENTION IN "TOGO- 
PRESS" NEWS ROUNDUP OF YEAR 1974. TV FILMS OF WRECKAGE TAKEN 
NIGHT OF ACCIDENT AND AGAIN SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29, UNTIL CAMERAMAN 
STOPPED BY GENDARMERIE COMMANDANT, NEVER SHOWN TO PUBLIC. NO 
RPT NO PHOTOGRAPHS HAVE APPEARED PRESS OR ELSEWHERE IN PUBLIC. 
WRECKAGE MORE AWESOME THAN THAT OF PRESIDENT'S DC-3 AT 
SARAKAWA. YET THREE SURVIVORS, INCLUDING JUNIOR GOT OFFICIAL, 

WALKED AWAY BARELY INJURED. AT CURRENT HEIGHT OF MYTH-MAKING 
AROUND EYADEMA, COMPETITION FOR SPOTLIGHT IS UNLIKELY TO BE 
WELCOMED BY PRESIDENT. 

RAWLS 
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